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Italy's foot as from the nose of the Danish peninsula. It was really
an immense circle of flat lands and rolling territory, entirely
surrounded by high mountain-ranges. On the west there were the
Alps of Switzerland and the Tyrol. In the north were the Erz
Mountains and the Riesengebirge (the Giant Mountains) of
Bohemia, and the Carpathians, which formed a semicircle shelter-
ing the Hungarian Puszta (or steppe) against invasions from the
side of the Slavic plains. The Danube separated the Carpathians
and their southern part, the so-called Transylvanian Alps, from
the Balkan Mountains, and the Dinaric Alps were the barrier that
protected the plains from the winds of the Adriatic Sea.
The people who founded this State had very imperfect maps, and
their theoretical knowledge of geography was quite negligible.
But just as the pioneers who conquered the Western United
States followed certain definite tracks and routes without having
consciously studied an outline of the road that carried them
to their final destination, so did those medieval conquerors accu-
mulate their vast holdings by merely doing what was * immedi-
ately practicable * without bothering themselves about the theoreti-
cal side of the problem. Such things took care of themselves.
Nature provided them with certain unavoidable * consequences'
and Man, whenever he is wise, quietly obeys her commands.
During the first thousand years of our era, the great Hungarian
plain was a veritable no-man Viand, invaded by the tribes who
followed the course of the Danube on their way from the Black
Sea to the west, and who were without any settled form of govern-
ment Charlemagne, during his life-long warfare upon the Slavic
people from the east, founded a small * mark * or frontier post, as
we would call it, which, being the eastern mark or Oester Reich
(the same word as * Austria'), gave birth to the principality that
eventually was to dominate that part of the world. Although at
times overrun by the Hungarians and the Turks the little mark,
firmly handled and efficiently administered, first by the Babenbcrg
family and afterwards by the Habsburgs, our Swiss friends whom
I mentioned a few pages ago, always came out on top. Eventually
these rulers of a petty frontier State even managed to get them-
selves elected as Emperors of that Holy Roman Empire which was